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2 We are sorry about the problem that arosé -, The Evening
Post caught us in an unguarded situation. The JIDfrnation jig
publicly available here and in this knowledge and irainst the
background of general guidance to be as forthoming as_j
possible with the press we simply confirmed il;‘lform'tlon that -
is already in the public arena. In future, with th?se kinds
of requests, and especially when the PR is notT av?llable to
“handle them, we will refer enquiries to the MinisteI's Office.

3 As to the specific proposal in your messadgdée tl.lat requests
from the UN for troop contributions be kept confldmtial ang
out of the public domain until Ministers have had 2achance to
consider them there is clearly a misunderstandln¢ on thjg
score. It is not possible to keep such requestsS: Or the fact
that they have been made, in confidence.

4 It is a matter of public record around the UN both py
delegations and the media, which countries have been askeg
for contributions to particular operations. The Sexetariat
does not treat such information as confidential. Many
countries, including us, need to know who they nay be
operating with. Yesterday, for example, when following yp
Defence's specific gquestions, we asked and were to.ld exactly
which other countries had been asked to provide &altraft to
assist UNAMIR. Similar information was prOVlded 1 which
countries had been asked to provide movement control unitg,
As always the UN press corps know as soon as the TYeJWsts are
made - if not before. The Secretariat are gquite OPn about
making this information available to the media.
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