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SURTECT: SECURITY COUNCIL : RWANDA

Our accompanying cable refers.

Attached is a legal opinion, provlded by the UN Legal Office, on
whether the Council may meet in the absence of one of its
menbers.

2 Also attached is the list of the new Government of Rwanda.
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Note to the Secretarv-General

4

You have asked for my opinion on the gquestion of whether the
Securaty Council may legally meet in the absence of a
representative of one of its membexs. The question whether the
Ceuncil may legally function with less than the statutorily
raguired number of members has arisen on at least threa
occasigng; the absence of the Soviet Union from the Security
Council in 1950 during the Korean c¢»isis; the continued
functioning of the Council with 11 rather than 15 members for a
period of 4 months in 1966 which was the period between the entry
into force of the amendment to the composition of the Council and
the election of new members; and the continued functioning of the
Security Council in 1980 for a period of weeks which was
occasioned by the inability of the General Assembly to conclude
1te voting on one of the non-Permanent Members until after the
end of the calendar year in which the term of office of the old
members expired.

In practice the Council may, clearly, therefore, continue to
function notwithstanding the fact that one of the mambers is
absent. It goes without saying that decisions of the Security
Council would, nevertheless, have to be taken in accordance with
the relevant provisions of the Charter.

18 July 1994 Ralph Zacklin
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