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QUESTION OF THE FUTURE OF RUANDA-URUNDI

Letter dated 31 Januwery 1951 from the Permanent Representative
of Belgium to the United Nations addressed to the President
of the CGeneral Asscably

In a letier addressed to you by the Permenent Representative of the USSR
and reproduced on 28 January 1961 in document A/4689, Mr. Zorin, referring to
Press reports, sttribvutes to the Belglan Government the intention of holding
general elections in the Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urundi before the resumption
of the General Assembly, l.e. before 7 March 1961.

This allegation is completely unfounded. I therefore request that you will
be s0 good as to clrculete to the States Members of the United Nations the text of
the atteched letter, which Mr. w:lgny, the Minister for Forelgn Affalrs of Belglum,
addressed on 25 January 1961 to Mr. Dorsimville, Chairman of the United Nations
Commission established on 20 December 1960. This communicetion deals, inter alia,
with the Belglan Government®s decision to postpone the elections planned for the
month of January 1961.

(Signed) Welter LORIDAN
Permenent Representetive of Belgium
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Letter dated 25 January 1961 fidmi¢Hé MirAister for Foreign Affsirs

of Belgium addressed to the Chaiymwan. of the United Nations
CQmmission for Ruanda~Ubundi

~ In g letter ‘d8ted 27 December 1960 you were good-énough s question the

Permanent Representative of - Belgium'to’ the ‘United: Netions oh’thefBelgian
Government's intentlons with regerd to the twe regolutions edopted by the General
Assembly -on 20 ‘Decenmber 1960 concerning the ‘fubure:of Ruapde-Urundi end the
question of the Mvami.

In this connexion I have the honour to.inform you-of -the following

conslderations and decisionms:

A,

B.

Ag you know, the polltical conference recommended in paragraph 4 of
resolution 1579 (XV) was held at Osbtend from T to 12 Januery. The questions
discussed there corresponded to the terms of the resolutlon. Your Commission
attended the conference and was in 4 position to give the African '

. répresentatives full informetlon en the scope of the resclution., Thus the

Genera1>AgsembLyfs:yishes on this point have been fully net.

- A Lo paragraph 2.of the resoluticn, I would remind you that the emergency
- réglme vas terminated on 14 November 1960, The Belglan Government is

prepared to terminate all similer measures which may be in effect..
The Belgian Government will give effect to, the general amnesbty as seon

&s possible.. It is withholding the benefits of this measure only from

prisopers. sentenced for crimes under the general law, It would be out of the
question thst,.for example, murderers or torturers should.be allowed to profit
by the amnesty. In order to dispel any misunderstending, the Unlted WNatlons

Compission will be permitted. to consult, in situ, the court records in respect
of convicted persons of that.nabure.

Mbreqver,.the General Assembly's wishes regarding the return and

rehabllitation of the politicel refugees meet with the entire spprobation of
khe Administering Authority.

A question of prige importance remalns to be settled: the fixing of the date
for. the legislative elections. .-
. The relaxed atmosphere which prevailed at the KISERYI and KITEGA
discussiona, of whose favourable conclusions the COmmission is eware, wes
the outcoms of the Belgian Government's policy of netionel reconciliation in
Ruanda-Urundi.
The Belgian Government finds, however, that since late December 1950 the
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poli‘bical parties have agein taken up an extyreme prosition and abandeoned the
concilistory ettitude which they bad adopted.

Thus in the past few Lda)'rs seridu_s Viﬁci_dén’fl:-gg; gf' a type which had not
recurred for several months, have been reported,

The Govermment will natﬁra;l_'l.y_ do everything in its power to preserve
caln and order in the Territory, but 1t hes already had occesion to draw the
Coumisslon!s attention to the new and serious dangers involved in the
applicatipn of the General Assembly's recommendation for postronsment  of the
elections.

The Belglen Government had declded that these electlions should take
place at the beginning of 1901 that intention could not have been unknotm_‘ho
the United Nations Secreteariat, since it is mentioned both in the Visiting
Mission's report and in the report of the Trusteeship Council, Moreover,

- the conclusions of the Ostend conference must have convinced you ‘that the
Imnediate holding of elections would meet the desire of the vast majority
emong - the lecal peoples, who are anxious to obtain, as quickly as possible,
if not independence, at any rate institutions of internal self-government.

Uhat the General Assembly hes asked, at the last moment, is that the
Administering Authority shouwld not fulfil a formel undertaking givez_z by 1t
and already in process of execution - an extremely serious development, The
Belgilan Government has been placed in a dilemma: either it must fall to
fulfil its undertaking, or it must fall to comply with the General Assembly's
nev reccmendation, Anxious to conform with the Genersl Assemblyt!s views to
the greastest possible extent, i'E hes decided to postpone the legislative
elections,

While your Commission has stated that it 1s bound by very strict terms
of reference depriving it of any power of decision with regard to the election
date desired by the United Natlons, the Govermment has nevertheless teken note
of the Commission's intention to do everything possible to sutmit its interim
report to the General Assembly ss soon as the current session is resumed.

It is confident that the General Assewbly, duly appreciating the effort
made by the Administering Authority, will give priority consideration to the
Commission's report, and thet the elections can be scheduled for, a date
following as elosely as possible upon the resumption of its work,
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Lestly, the Govermment has noted that the staff which will be ealled
upon to take pert in your Commission's work will meke 1%t its duty to vefrain
from any interference in the Territory's internal probleme and will be,
instructed to work in ccmplete co-operatlon with the local euthorities,
With regard to resolution 1580 (XV), the Belgian Govermment agrees to
the holding of & referendum on the guestion of the Mwemi, bub considers
that the Mwemi's return should not take place bafore the referendum, as his
presence cannot but be a seriocus source of internzl dissensicn, |

I hope, on behalf of the Belgian Govermment, that the above decisions
and explanations will eneble the Commission to leave shoi'tly for Usumbura,
where it will be wermly welcomed by the representatives of the Administering
Authorlity.

(Signed) Pierre WIGNY
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