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Pentagon Worries About Cost of Aid Missions

By ERICSCHMITT
Special o The Sow Yore Dimes -
WASHINGTON. Aug, 4 — Defense

Secretary Wilbam J. Perry warned
today that the military's rehef mis.
sion for Rwanda was bleeding the
Pentagon's budget and threatening
combat readiness,

“We're an army, not a Salvation-

Army,” Mr, Perry told the House
Appropniations subcommittee on mil-
itary spending, where he went hatin

hand . today o ask-for: $270 muilion

more in emergency aid for Rwanda.

Without: Lhe extra allotment.and-

approval to shift money [rom cther
accounts, Mr. Per
tank - divisions would -have to stop

buying spate pars, the Aslantic fleet-

could only do emergency aircraft-
enginé repairs and ‘a2 major Acmy
command in Atlanta would have to
dismiss temporary civilian workers.
Plea lor Patlence on Haltl

The Secretary alsodiscussed Haiti,

and .acknowledged . that: ecenomic. .
sanctians sa far have had *very little -

effect”™ on forcing the military re-
gime o step down. But, he said, the
new ban on commercial flights nto
Hain, tighter restnctions en Haittans'
assels abread and stricter enforce-
ment along the border with the Do-
mimcan Republic should - be given
“same weeks" to work.

Mr. Perry’s main goal today wasto-

win support for the $270 million that
President Clinton asked for on Fri-
day, The roney. would be used to
establish and operate airports, pro-
@mde safe water and provide logtstical
support 10 United States forces in
Rwanda, Tanzamia, Uganda. and

Zaire. Mr. Perry said the money was '

lor costs estmated through Sept. J0.
Serjor civiian Pentagon officlals

warned, some -

and 1op field commanders have ex-
pressed increasing. alarm that the
costs of peacekeepng and reliel mis-
siony are strawung their declining
budget and imperiling the Pentagon's
main goalt to be prepared tlofight two
regicnal wars nearly simultaneously.

Mr, Perry renerated the Adminis-
tration's position - that the United
States would support 2 United Ni-
tions peacekeeping operation in
Rwanda but would not directly take
part. And he said that il widespread
killing resumed, the United States
would withdraw,

A Short Stay Predicted

*We do not plan to put in mulitary
forces 10 enforce the stability in the
area’ Mr. Perry said “Therefore, in
that case, we would have 1o pull cur™

He alsa said the United States relief
mission would be brief.

“We're \here (or emergency hu-
manmianzn aid, and a3 soon as the
operation is up and running, we want
(0 get out and turn things over ta the
relief agencies,” he said. Mr. Perry
has said the United States involve-
ment would 1ast less than a year,

Mr. Pertry, who was accompanied
bty Gen. John M. D, Shalikashvili, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiels of Stall,
and John Hamre, the Pentagon comp-
trotler, alsaheard concemns from law-
makers that reliel operations could
reduce combat readiness,

LUWe're desperately concerned
about readiness being ervded by all
these concerns,” said Representative
John P. Murtha, a Pennsylvania
Democrat, who heads the subcom-
milee,

General Shalikashwil{ said he had
ordered a review of the deployment
of certain units in high demand, like
C-120 cargo piane crews and Marine

©

expeditionary ferces, to determine ¥f
“we're runmng them ragged.”

Mr. Perry's remarks oo Haiti re-
inforced views he voiced on Tuesday
in a meeting of senior national securs-
Ly adwvisérs, At the meeting, Mr.
Perry said the United States should
fully explore all options for forcing
out Haitl’s military leaders before
resorting to an invasion, Adrministras
ton officials said.

American intelligence analysts

here and in Haitl have expressed-

skepticism that . tighter sanctions,
which clearly hurt the country's poor
people, are pinching the pocketbooks
of the elite and the military rulers.

“The embargo 10 date has had a
very (imited elfect on the regime or
the elites,” Mr. Perry 32id, “We've
been very effective in blocking goods
coming by sea. Meantime the back
door is wide open 10 goods coming in
through the Dominican Republic. Un-
til that back door is closed, sanctions
can't be that effective.”

The Pentagon said this week thatit
was sending 6 helicopters, 18 military
scouts and several technical experts
to the Dominican Republic on Mon-
day 10 help stop smuggling of fued.
The ctlicials will be part of an Inter-
national team of 83 obsarvers who
are to patrot the 188-mile border un-
der an accord signed Monday be-
tween the United States and the Do-
mnican Republic.

“*The Dominican Republic wilt also
be continuing 10 patrol, and this wili
be in addition 0 that,” a Pentagon
spokesman, Dennis R. Boxx, (old re-
Eomrs today. “Smugglers will oot

now precisely where the observers
are going to be. They will be moving,
and hopefully that'll help add a little
mystery to it." .
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