IHE REPUBLIC OF UCANDA

Your Excellency,

I have received your letter of the 4% of December, 2018 and 1 thank.
you so much for it, especially for its candor in expressing the real
sentiments of Your Excellency and your Party, the CNDI. [ have not
yet, of course, consulted the other EAC members in responding to
your letter. That will be done on the 27t of December, 2018, when we
have our Ordinafy Session, if the Summit agrees. However, in the_
interim, I will, with equal condor, give Your Excellency my tentative
responses to some of the pillar points you have raised in your letter in
only 2 capacities: the President of Uganda and Chairperson for the
Inter-Burundi dialogue ever since it started with Mwalimu Nyerere on
the 19th of June, 1998, in Mwanza.

First and foremost, your letter does not bring out the fact that, after a
very long period of+ suffering, starting with the assassination of
Rwagasore on the 13% of October, 1961, the basis for resolving the
chronic Burundi problem was laid by the Arusha Accord signed on the
284 of August, 2000. This Accord was guaranteed by the EAC. In
fact, it is the EAC, against the obstructions of the Western Powers in
particular, that was part of the decisive pressure that forced the
Buyoya Government to accept the Agreement. Yes, your Party, the
CNDI, was engaged in an armed struggle which, no doubt, was part of
the pressure on the Buyoya Tutsi Government. Nevertheless, the CNDI
did not capture Bujumbura by arms. It, along with other exiles, came
to Bujumbura by negotiations led by the EAC. Therefore, the EAC"
intervened in the internal affairs of Burundi to bring about
“Demogcracy and security for all” in the place of the Tutsi monopoly of
power in the interests of “group security” as Mwalimu summarized the
issues at Mwanza. Of course, this distortion of the Tutsi quest for
monopoly of power had, to some extent, been provoked by the earlier
criminal massacres of the Tutsi in Rwanda in 1959 organized by the
Belgians together with the reactionary Hutus, like Gregory Kayibanda.















