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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL LAUNCHES PUBLIC APPEAL FOR EXCEPTIONAL
UNITED_NATIONS_ACTION CN EWANDA AND BURUNDI

Amnesty International Is calling for a special session of the
United Kations (UN) Comaission on Human Rights (UNCHR) to act
on the human rights crisis in Rwanda and Burundi and to hear

UN experts report back on an immediate joint mission to those
countries. '

The oxganization is caldiing for the UN exparts on
‘ extrajucicial.axecutichs, ~“disappearances”, torture, violence
ageinst Womén;  ¥ictsm ard the internally displaced to collect
information in Rwanda and Burundi on the human rights
aituation therc. The miscion should then make their
recomsendations to gowverrments, to the special session of the
UN Comzmission -on Human Rights, and to other institutions in

the UN systen.

Newg Service
91/54

Amncaty Internationsl is decply shocked by the continuing
human rights ecrisis in Rwanda, the prospect of an escalation
of the erisis in Burundi apdithe fadlura of the internationsl
community to effectively deal with the horrendous massacres.
The government and security forces of thaese countries have
either ordered, triggared, incited, encouraged or condoned the
violence in which traditionsl weapons such as machetes and

spears or firearms have been used countrywids to kill their

. suspected or kaown opponents. In_addition, a humanitargian
grisis has begun as over 300,000 people have fled Rwanda to
neighbouring . countries, while 2n egtimated two million -- gver
A.quarter of tha population ~- are displaced within Rwanda.

. »

Aznesty Internaticral has strongly.condemned the
thousards ¢of extrajudiciasl executions by the armed forces and
kKillings by vigilante gangs armed and mobilized by the former
President Juvénal Hebyarimana's ruling party to attack and
ki1l Xrown or perceived politicsl opponents. Some reports put
the death toll in Rwanda at 100,000. The UN expert on
extrajudicial sxecutions made extensive recommendations to
prevent such buman rights violations after his April 1993
visit to Rwanda’ but they were not implemented. He, too,
strongly condenned the racent killings.

Amnesty [aternational also repeats its condemnation of
the roughly 1€0,000 killings in Burundi since October 1993,
sometimes by ‘the Tutsi-dominated security forces and allied
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Tutgi vigilantes, but also in large part by armed gangs of
Hutu supported by soms local govermsent officlals.

At 2 time when the UN Security Council has just decided
to_reduce the number of personnel in Rwanda from 2,486 to 270,
Arnesty International is urging that the UN Security Council
inmediately expand the capaci he is
in Rwanda {UNAMSIR) to protect human rights, In addition,
Arnnesty International is now Hifding-meaber states to call for
a special session of the UN Commission ‘on Ruman Rights to hear
the report of the experts and.to take concrete steps,
 including action on their recommendations. The Commission

should also_gggg;gmgygpqrngfﬁt1the UN High Commissioner for
| Human” REghts on; ALS SLLOLTs to address these situations and
' ensure coordination of the UN's human rights response.

The special session should also ensure that concrete
steps are taken to do at least the following:

1. Ensure & human rights ﬁﬁﬁﬁtofing presence on the ground
in both countries which should report on the human rights
sivuation, take up ciéses, and act as a dissuasive presence.
The spaciel session could draw on the experience of other on-
site human rights reporting operations. For example:
The first-ever special session of the Commission in 1992
appointed a Special Repporteur on the former Yugoslavia
who has some staff in the former Yugoslavia collecting
information. In addition, he is sent all reports on human
rights vio.aticns which come to the attention of UN
- personnel in UNFROFOR and the other UN specialized

agencies.

The UN Genersl Assesbly with the Organization of American
States (0AS) hae established a civilian human rights
monitoring mission iniHadiri which issues public reports
on the sitvatlon as well as public statements on
particuiar incidents as they happen.

The UN gggyxtgzﬁCQanizﬁshqg;gA%gq;qgg a larger civilian
police ﬁgqﬁ@oﬁiﬁﬁﬁtzAmff,ﬂf%'TCIVPOLS) within the current
‘peace-koeping ¢peration in Rwanda (UNAMIR) with a mandate
to report on and take up human rights abuses by all
parties {the UN operation in Mozambique will soon have
over 1,000 CIVPOLS). Amnesty International has already

: colled for the UN Security Council to expand the UNAMIR

i human rights monitoring capacity in this way in its News
Service of 14 April 1994.

2. send 8 clear message to people in Rwanda and Burundi that
human rights viclators must de brought to justice and the
victims and their familles compensated.

3. Consider the report and recomnendations of the UN fact-

finding mission sent by the Secretary-General and just
raturned from Barundi. :

= UNCLASSIFIED



94-05-94 15:208 UNITED STATES MISSION GEIQ\L‘@(%SSLEIIED NO. 658 POOo

4. Stort developing & 10ng ters human rights program of
-‘aq$$pmﬁ#g¥§§gpnq;;g¥ga‘.,gﬂa to protect human rights and
: i BB .

prevent Further viotations.

Amnesty International is appealing to the international
comrunity, and in particular to the Organization of African
Unity and the Non-Aligned Movement, to ensure that a special
sausion of the Commission takes placa.

e organization hopes that, as required by the
procedure, 3 UN member state will request the UN Secretary-
Ganeral to convenc a Specisl Session by submitting a request
to the Assistant-Secretiry-General for Human Rights in Geneva.
Amnesty Internationai alpo hopes that a majority of the S3
states who are members of the Commission will agree to the
nolding of such a session within four working days of such a

reguest being made.
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