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Reports of killings and abductions
by the Rwandese Patriotic Army, -
April - August 1994

1. Introduction

The Rwandese Patriotic Army (RPA)', Rwanda’s new national ammy which until July
1994 was the armed wing of the Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF), has the reputation of
belng much better organized and disclplined than the security forces of the former
government® it overthrew In July 1994, Soldiecs and militia of the former government
ar¢ reporeed ©o0 have kitled 500,0000 or more members of the minority Tutsl efinte
group and ks opponents from the majocity Hutu ethnic group betwecn Apsil and July
1994, Given the horrendous scale of massacres committed by forces Ioya! to the former
government, there could never be any comparison between those massacres and other
human rights abuses commitied by the RPA?, Nevertheless, thls fact should not be
allowed to prevent the muth sbowe alleged RPA shuses from belng un~overed and, where
: appropriate, action being immediately takea to Uring those responsible to justice and to
i prevent such abuses from recucring. Although & is generally uncicar whether human
: rights abuses'by the RPA are ardered or condoned by top government znd securky
: officlals, it 1s [ncumbent on thetn tn take action to prevent the abuses and to ensurs that
) those responsible are brought 10 justice. «

Reports of sbuses by the RPA have already been exploited s political propaganda
by supporters of the former government. This repori may also be exploited for pardsen

i Tha RMVRPA was formed and is domianed by exiiad wmanbers of de misocity Tyt ethaio grocp.
They sad, o tutie paruniy fiod b melghbouriag couctriss such ax Ugands bn e wake af uiresadres of
Teal by Huws befors and after imdepuadencs la 1961,

'i ? ‘The former paveraeneel and jn socurity forces were Aomsinated by me.ubert 4f the mulority Huta ethnds
Eroup.

{ ! Formar governmont sacurily forces and milliia e beehoved §2 have oarriad ol snassacres of $0,000 o
maocs mombers of e Tutel athale group snd embons of the Huni otz grosp opposed &0 the
fovermnnt 354 B ifleg of Tt dince 6 Apell 1994 when the plans ceriyleg Rvendy's Pregldont
Jwvionl Habyosrimaana kad Bucundi's President Cypriss Nwsyanirr wes shor down, Amacety Intoroauiona!
Suss publistued Tmennas roports of the mistssres ead other humaa righna nbude whish bave acourced b .
A Rwands ginoa the wir ln Rwands begua oa 1 Ockober 1950. Mate reccndy, sa 23 May 1984, the

i otgraiasionpublithod e ropott shout the ausssorne which begau on 6 April 1994 entitlad, Rwarula: Mas
: —— : tnurder by goversanent suppariers and troops in Aprll and May 1994, Al Indzx: AFR 471194,
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.2 ' Rwanda;: Kitings snd sbouctions by the RPA

propaganda by some of the very peopie wihio were responsible for genocids between
Aprll and July 1994. Hawever, Amnesty International considers nunzocthle o allow
killings and other human rights violations by the RPA to pass in silence wlth the risk
that they could escalate and continue unchecked. '

Amnstylnm.aﬂanal has known for several years that the RPF closaly monltored
and controlled movemests of foreigners In areas under its control. Journaticrs and
representatives of humanitarian organizations rarely talked 1o Rwandese citzens under
REPF contral without an RPF official belng present. This ensured that before the naw
govenment came to power on 19 July 1994 very limited information about shuses by
the RPA could be gathered or made public by independent observers, However,
Amnexty International has peceived numezaus reports of hunan tights abuses committed
by the RPA since the war in Rwanda began In October 1990. These have included
hundreds of deliberate and arbitrary killings* or possible extrajudivial execurions®, und
*disappearances” of captured combatants and unarmed civilisns suspacted of supporting
the former government. There have also. been reports of civillan supporters of the RPF
teing allowed w0 kill oppanents. In addition o these killings, many prisoners beld by the
RPA have been subjected to a particulatly painful form of tylng known in Ugands as
kandoya® or "three-plece-tying®, with the victim's arms tled above the elbows behind
the back. Kandoyz sometimes resulrs in pecmanent Injury snd constinites a form of
¢ruel, Inhuman or degrading tteatment, prohibited under the terms of intemnational
human rights ‘agresments.

In August 1994, scveral weeks afier the RPF and others procialmed = new
govemment, Amnesty International representatives visited Rwanda to hold taiks with
governument and security officials, and to collect information about humen rights abuses
which have occtured before and after the naw govemuient came to power, President
Pasteur Blzlmongy and other government officlaly assured the organization®s
represencatives that the government was deiermined o bring an end to impunity for

¢ Delfberats and arbirrary Wllings® are thoso commimsd by ermed oppasition groups ia violation of the
{alarpationslly rcogalzad nocme of bumsnitdan law, including exscutions and ocher killings of prissncrs
aad aoa-combalunts. i

{ Am extrajudicial exscution is an uelawful 2ad detiberue Killng carriod out by ovser of 4 govermoent or
with iz ascquiesconce. [ e cass of Rwandy, kifllags by the RPA are cowsideced ar axtrajudicin]
axecutions from e time RPF manb-rs batame govecanient officials on 19 July 1994,

* This mannwe of (yiog com bt used ax & mochod of restraing, bt alio bo used delhoriely ¢ ferflice pain j"" .
aad cocros priscatn during laterrogotion, After proctss agrias ks wee i Ugznds in (984, Ugrads's” M’ 2 e
President Yowsd Miissvenl banoed the prictioe by Uganda's Natiosal Resistuoon Army (HRA) M 1987, 0 &%
its use by MRA soldiers neverthelats continued to be reportad subsequently,

Al index: AFR 47/16/94 Amnesty Internztionat 20 October 15394
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human rightt violators in Rwanda. During thelr visic, Amnesty Intemational’s
representatives collected testimonies regarding aflegations of serious human -rights
vialatlons by the RPA, particularly thosc committed since April 1994, Amnesty
International also intesviewed Rwandese asylum-seekers in nelghbouring countries and
found substanttal evidence of sevece lil-trextment and stiemptad exacution by the RPA,
in addtion to ntumarous tesimonies sbout killings and other abuses which were so

‘ oonsistent In dates, places and names of victims as not 1o be dismissed xs ant-RPA/RPF

Amnesty Intermational is concemed dhat the authorities e nac known to

" propaginda.
have conductad independent and tmpartial inquiries to establish the full truth shout these

allegations with a view to Identifying thase responsibis and bringing them o Justice,

Amnesty Intemnationat ks wow making: public some of the information & has
collectad in order ta draw the anention of the Rwandese authorities and the international
community to them. Thess allsgations are very grave and requlre tmmediace action so
a3 to ensure that members of the sacurity foroes and gavernment supporters are not Jed
to believe that they can continue to violats huuman rights with Impunity. This will
significtly contribute to ensuring that the cycle of violsnce and other human rights
abuses ks broken. Amnesty International Is calling on the international community to
gssist the Rwandese suthocities ta accomplish this urgent task. Amnesty Internaional b
also urging the intermational community to deploy human righits monitors in Rwarda who
midhv&mwmmuofwmmmmgmmwmuk
also vital that bjective Information be avallable on the public record about the human
righs situation i Rwanda so that refugees can make an assessment based on sound
information of whether their safety will be guaranteed of not when they retum home.

Amnesty Intemational submitad the concems contamed In thls report to the
Rwandsse suthoritles at the start of October 1934,

2. Dellberete and arbitrary killings by the RPA

Reports recelved from Rwandese eye-witnesses and othess suggest that hundeeds -
possibly thousands « of unarmed civillans snd captured acmed oppapents of the RPF
have beea summarlly executed or otherwise datiberately and arbitrarily iitled gince
cmmtywiumassmuudodwmofvloluuﬂnedupmn'medaﬂmf{mw
President Suvénal Hahyarimana on 6 April 1994, Many ot the Wilings took place ina
scries of arbitrary reprisals mainly against groups of Huty civillans, some of which
ocourred In some cases before 6 April, but mainly aferwards In the northeast, There
were also sporadic dellberute and arbitrary killings 3¢ the RPA took control and,
uncavering evidence of g took Indiscriminats revenga on unarmed Hutw
clvilians. ‘Thers were also daf exccutions carried out In the course of "screcning”

Al fndax: AFR £7/16/54

Amnasty Internations! 20 October 1894
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4 Rwanda: Kliings and abductions by the RPA

process’. There have also been reports of revenge kiflings by Tutsi supporters of the
REF, ' .

Many of these killings by the RPA, which appear 10'have gone largely unreported,
appear to have taken place in northeastern Rwanda in mid-Aprit 1894, Gahers have
accurred in southern and western Rwanda once the RPA took conrrol of these areas in
May and June 1994, There are also reports that the RPA, as well a3 RPF suppoaers,
were responsible for numerous killings of urarmad civilians in August and Seprember
1994 In southeastarn Rwanda. Some corpses of the victims were reporred to have been
dumped in the Akagera river which flows sloog the border berween Rwanda and
Tamzanis. The floating of corpses in the Akagera viver is reminiscent of the hundreds
or cven thausands of bodles of people reponedly massacred by former government
forces and militia in May and June 1934, which floated downstream to Lake Victoria,

In mid-September the United Nations High Commissloner for Refugees (UNHCR)
sald that it had received dozens of testimonles from refugees who had fled from the ares,
alleging that the RPA had carried out numerous killings, forcing many people who had
returned (o the area to flee, The UNHCR suspended repatriadon of refugees from
neighbouring countries. A cuntroversy soon arcse when gome other UN agencles
expressed or implied doubt aver UNHCR findings. The Unitad Nations Assistince
Misslon for Rwanda (UNAMIR) sent severa! dozen soldicrs ta monitor the stuation, The
Rwandese Government denled that s soldiers had been Involved in any massicres and
agreed 10 cooperate with a UN investigation teamn which was reported to have began its
work In early October 1994,

2.1 Deliberate and arbitrary killings In northeastern Rwanda
Amnesty International representattves recelved numerous disturbing reports of deliberate

and wbitrary kitlings in Aprfl and May 1994 of unamed civilians by unlis of the RPA
in. northeastarn Rwanda. Winesses reported that such killings took place at

- Nyahwishongwezi and Xagitumbs in Bywmba prefecture’s Ngarama district (commume).

Az both locations the killings reportedly took place at public meetings o which local
poopte had been summoned by the RPA. RPA soldiers were reported by eye-witnesses
ta have used guns, grenades, bayonats and hoes to kil their unarmed victims, Accounts
by the eys-witnesses portray a strlking consistency of dates and places of the killings.

T Tws RPA sy boea recording the Sdeatites and placst of origha of poople ntcaalag from pleces baide
Renpidy 61 $ite nelghbouring coumries whers they had flod as a tedult of the war. Thore hive batn
seporis shat fitiroes suspootad of livolvemcot in the mactacres of P A supportcs oF Sympathiters hive
baen arrested or even killed during or after tha soresnlag process.

Al indaz: AFR 47/16/94 Amnesty inaternational 20 Ocrober 1534
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. chuﬂdmﬁmmumpmdmmofﬂmvaaﬂivdmmiwmﬁl
on 12 April lm.uﬂmﬂwﬂ#xuﬂmrep«tdlyvuyﬁimdtym&ubai
pdpulation and pmmhedﬂmmeRPAwde:mimdmpmwdmeloml poaple who
mdmmmmndbapuhthﬁGHﬂﬂ-OulSApﬂlmmﬁcMﬂm-m.
WM&!MMMMﬂMMWRPAMWWW
addressing the crawd and suddenly without pravocation or warning they opened fire on
mddwdmdﬂmmnmm,nhumhwmpmpbmkﬂlcd.
However, from accoutits of cye-witnesses, dozetis are likely to have been kilisd In rhe

incident.

One 36-year-old man prescit to)d Amnesty Interpational representatives that RPA
seemed fclendly at first, only 1o open fire on clvilians without warning ot
provocation. He sald most of the people in Nyabwishongwezl had only arcived there

" vocently, having fled from other parts of Rwand2. Other Inbabitants of Nyabwishongwes]

were Rwandese natfonals who had fecenty been expelied from Tanzanix whete they had
bees; Hving for some years. Gaovernment soldiers had withdrawn from the ares several
weeks earlier. When RPA forces oocupled thie-area in February 1954 the local population
fiest fled but was convineed by the RPA (o return, The witness explained that in March
the RPA called the first public meetings during which RPF officials told people that they
had nothing to fear, AL one such meeting in April the RPA fired a rocket &nd threw,
mmmmm.mmmw«m killed, while others sustained severe
W.mmmwmmwuﬂmmm in Kagitumby, But
people did not believe them and continued to fles from Nyabwishongwezi, RPA fighters
raportedly started 2 man-hunt far the Huty, kifling many ysing bayonets and guns. More
extenstve ¥illings reportedly occurred on 15 April. The witness said he saw RPF soldlers
hunting for civilians it the fiélds. He sald that among thoss idiled were his 30-year-old
wife, Jovaus Nakabonye, who was shot. The othexs, including hls 12-year—old daugtner,
Pelicita Busingye, were bayonetied to death. Those Htled included a four-year-old child
known o Yankunda. . .

Oness-yw-otdsurﬂvorofmuumamm Kagloumba wnd in
Nyabwishongwezl narcated how his family and friends were staughtered by the RPA. Ha
mahewddlu:mmmmonedtoapubﬂcmeeﬁnzonn.ﬁpdl 1994 at Glshara. He
xaid, "We had been told that men, women and children must atend. They eald they
would kil! hippos for us and needed some represeqtatives from among us to g0 hunting
with the soldiers, Twelve of s were taken behind 8 house of *taitieur* (taflor) Muziga
andmcynidmeymmdmummus.mcyukedmmlndim%oarmngmm
how 16 thoot ar was & soldler. We said none of us knew how to shoot snd that all

P. 009

soldiers had lefi. All of 2 sudden we heard a grenade explosion”. He sald many @iﬁ@m _
were Killed inoluding his wife, Ansstasia Mukumuitiga, his 10-year-old son NK¥RYS: 5. s

and 20-year-old daughter Mokazara, Others kilied by the grenade and gunshots Included

Al index: AFRA47/16/54

Anwvesty International 20 October 1584
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Azarla Ukuyunvye. 2 director of Nyabwithongwezl primacy schoal, and his wife, Alne
Maria, and a Roman Catholic tun known as Helene from Muyanzz parish In Byamba

The witness then €led mxuiwmmﬂyabwishongnui.()n 16 Apell 1994
RPA fmmwﬁcmwb&hhemnmehomeofsmmﬂw.hkww
villzge in Nyabwishongwezl. Sinamenye's house was surrounded by six RPA soldiers,
two of whom entered the house acking for the hame owner and identity papers. They
cenflscated the papers and rold Sinamenye ¢ go to 3 soldicr at the entrance to colisct
valld papers. The soldier assauled him with a bayonet and he fell. They then shot and
killed him, The soldiers wid Sinzmeaye's son, Bampocs, to walk away and shot him
lndwbwk.ﬂiemwivorsmdhemonenfﬂmfew who managed to run away from
dresemeofthmkmings

2,2 Daa'iberare and arbktracy kfllings In southern Rwanda

Amnesty Imemnational representatlves who visited Burundi In July 1994 received reports
of both deliberate executions and cases of ¢ruel, Inhuman or degrading treatment to
which civilians from zouthern Rwanda sald they had been subjected by RPA soldiers
after they 1ok control of Bugesera In southeastern Rwanda. The witnesses, some of
whom had themselves narrowly sucvived execution and bore the marks of blows to thelr
heads, had fled 1 northemn Burundi from the area of Mututy in Butare prefm‘
Muyira district and from parts of rural Kigali prefecture.

Towards the end of May 1994 RPA soldiers were reported to have carried out
numerous arcests of Hute who had rewrmod to thelr homes in the Mututu srea from
Burundl, Virnually all those arrested were subjected to "threepiccatying™. In ooe
incident & unit of about 10 toldiecs and zrmed Tutsi clviifans who had recently returned
from exile are reported to have arcested and tied up all aduit men and teenage bays in
Mututu, They were first held in the componnd of one Runekelera before balng Hiled,
Thoss execitad included Leodomir Kavadi whose head was reportadly smashed with
a blint wenpon, possibly a hde, Odmvmmmponedlykliledmutemw
These and other killlngs caused many people in the area te flee to Burundi. Thers wers
chtmdm:omeofmasamotriedmsapewczt:hotnsﬂneyﬁedtoa-oualw
Akanysry on the border with Burundl,

s hmmimnmmmmmum«rwmmpommnmm
forwar sudior offoer of Ugndi's NRA), wld Asiiienty Incimesionst roprosentelivos that “thros-pece
tig” bad beed tholished nud thom found respondili would La punidied, However, tis form of tylag
wis repocid 0 ba sl in evidencs in August with douiness basring wwovads spouad the sibows canmd

by ropet or lex used,

Amoesty Imternationdl 20 October 1994

Al Index: AFR 47716/94
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Around carly Junc 1934 about 100 men, women and children were reportedly

arrested by the RPA in the same'area snd detained iz 2 compound for about % day. Thisy
were then maved towards Muyira district when the eys-wimess who spoke to Arnesty
Interninsional represencatives and at least $ix of his clase relatives ianaged ta escape. All
hate scirs caused by “three-piccedtying®. The witness and others retumed to the area
after che RPA bad et gnly to find that dozens of these who had remalned in the custody
of the RPA had beent killed, Bodics were still tod and hesped in an open pht in the

nd of onc Giakwayirg, near the Mahwa rver, All the victims, including the
witness® neighbours, Senams and Karefe, were male adults and youths.

A woman formedy resident in Buredge, in rurd Kigall prefecture’s Ngenda
districe, testified that she and many othecs had been hiding In sorghum fields after the
REA ok control of the xrez, only retuning home when they heard that the RPA had

killings. They handed shemselves over to the RPA and were talien to a
"screaning® centre at Rutonde, On the seocond day young men were taken away and her
husband was taken sway on the thind day. A man who had been taken away with her
husbhand reporiedly returnied snd reported that those taken away, including her hushand,
had been tied up, hit on the head and killed, and that thelr corpses wers belng thrown
irxo the river. She alleged that some of the women detainess were taken away by RPA
saldiers and raped: she thought they were killed aficrwards. She tried 1o escape with her
child strapped 1o her back but was subsequently recaptired with several other women
escapees by RFA soldiess. The soldiers killed two other women with blaws to the head
and alsg killed hee child. She was hit on the head with  pall-studded club but survived.
The scars caused by blows, in particular by naits, were cleariy visible.

2.3 Defibarate and arbitrary kitlings Int western Rwanda

Around 5 Juna 1954 four members of the RPA kilied 13 Roman Cathoiic priests,
including the Archbliiop of Kigall, Vincent Nsenglyumiva, and three other bishope, ar
Bylmana, 1 few kilometres south of Kabgayt Roman Catholic church near Gitarama. The
REF subsequently dectared that the combataits had bos asaigned to the bishops as thelr
bodyguards, On9 June RPF leaders announced that ons of the killers had been shot dead
by feliow soldlers as he fled and that the other thres had escaped. RPF leaders explained
that the combatants ssamad 1o kave carried out the killings becwuse they suspected the
priests of complicity in the killing of members of their families, Including some of the
Tutsi who had fled to Kabgayl.

segaist who survived the kiflings gave a different vension of the Lncident. He said
that e RIFRE«to0k control of Kabgayi on 2 June, arrested the priests and took them o

. % MEEHA S Bylinana. On S June soms of the soldlers who had been guarding tha priests

entered the room where the priests were being held and apened fire, The surviving priest

Af index: AFR 47/15/%4

Aninesty internztionsf 20 Octaber 1984

i




A —an

)

v 00%, <20 94{THU) 09:22  ABUSADC TEL : 2025467142 P. 012

™
8 . Rwands: Kfiaps sod sbduetions by the REA

escaped through a door at the end of the room. The next day he was found by RPA
soldiers who told him that the killings had been an accident, The soldiers

detained hlm, insisting that he accepted the soldiers’ version of the killings. He was
released when he said he would agree to the RPA's version and he escaped. |

Members of the government told Amncsty Int=mational representatives {n August
that the three cscapees had never been found, The RPF's explanation that its soldiars had
killed the priests to avenge the kiling of thelr relatives appeared to be guess-work rather
than based on any statement made by any of those involved. It is not clear whether any
formal investigation or judiclal inquiry had been carried out: indeed, the priest's
tastimony above suggests that evidence was deliberately suppressed.

People suspected of killing RPF supporiers appear to have been deliberatsly
execuied by the RPA. For example, a retuening refugee was killed on 27 Angust 1994
at a checkpolnt at the edge of the United Nations (UN) "safe zone” by RPA saldiers.
The circumstances suggest that returning refugees may have been extrajudicially
execmted or that the soldlers may have used excesclve lethal force In breach of
imernational hurnan rights standards. According to the-repert, the RPF soldiers stoppad
a convoy of five British army trucks carrying approximately 200 returning Hutu refugees
at a checkpoint 40 kilometres east of the border town of Kibuye as they were crossing
from the UN "safe zone™ into territory controlled by the Government of Rwanda. One
of the passengers fied and was reporiediy pursued by approximamely 15 RPA, fighters.
Witriesses heard five bursts of automatic gunfire and said that when the goldlers retumed
they said that they had killed the man who fled. Three othier men In the convoy were

detained,

Amnesty Intermational subsequendy wrote to the Rwandese authorities secking
clarification about the circumsmnces of this killing and the Kentities and whereabouts
of those detained and called on the RFA to Issue standing orders abaut the clreumstances
in which soldiers couid use firearms, which would prevent such killings. Amnesty
Intzrnational also wrote to the United Nations seeking clarification ahout a statement
reportadly made by the spokesman of the UNAMIR suggesting that RPA soldiers were
justified to shout the fleeing man. The organization expressed concen that if correctly
reported, the spokesman's stalement was inconsistent with the UN's own fundsmentat
internatlonal standards on the intentional use of lathal force, The organization had not
received 3 response from the Rwandese Government by the start of October 1994, A
senior UN official replied In early September 1994, saying that the UNAMIR spokesmian
had been misquoted, and that his exact words were: “This man was fleeing and, in ¢
situgtions, if one runs, he can expect that someone will shoot". However,,
officizl did not explain whather UNAMIR hed investigated the Kiling to-degas -
whather the man had been extrajudicially cxecuted or not. The official added that

Al Index: AFR 47/16/34 Amanosry fntematianal 20 October 19584
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UNAMIR had Initisted an bnvestigation concerning the other thiree persoas arvested, fug
fad riot obiained any specific Information about thelr whereabouts. ot

3, Abductions and "disappearances™ by the RPA

There have been Rumerous reports of tducdons and  dissppearances* carried oot by
the RPF sinco Apsil 1994 There arc fears that those who .were sbducted o
*disappeared* may have beert kilied and their bodies sacredy disposad of.

Amnesty Internatlonal has reccived seports that a medical doctoc known as De

. Canisius, and former hiead of Byumba Hospital was abducted in May 1994 by the RPF.

of his friends prior o his abduction. He and his wife and children were allegedly tiken
amybymRPFmﬂmqmmmudeehnmbmumMm
that Dr Canlsius and his family were killed and buried in a mass grave in Byumba,
Some. of his colleagues have inqulred about him from the RPF but the authoritles have
not revealed any information about the €ats of the doctor and his family.

Amnesty International represenmtives visiting Rwanda in August 1994 were
informed that several hundred soldiers who were kft 2t a school complex known as
scolatre in Butare "dissppered® soon after the town fell to the RPA at the start

- of July 1994, Part of the complex bad been turned into 2 maka-shift hospital by former

govemnment forces. The representatives feaned that former govemment soldiars had
been severely wounded or disabled in battle and were [eft behind by thelr retreating
colleagnes, Amnesty Intermatioral found In the abandoned make-shit hospital one
decomposad body of & soidicr whose head had been srmashed aliegedly by RPA soidlers
hefore dexth. .

There were further reparis of *dissppearances” In Juty 1994 of sbout 600 people
from a camp foc the dispisced a2 Raugo, savera! kilometres south of Butare. Amaesty
International represemtatives were told thar the RPA was thought to have kitled and

wddmm\hom‘d&mpmd'hmmmminavﬂhymwmm .

scolatre In Butsre. However, Amnesty International's represcatatlves were provented
from going 1o the valley by RPA soldiens manning & roadblock on tha road leading to
the valley on the grounds that it was 2 miliary secutify zone, As a result, oalther the
*disappearances™ nor the mass graves could:be confirmed by Amnesty International,

Amnesty Intemations! 20 October 1934 Al Index: AFR 82118/34
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4. Recommendations to the Rwandese Government

The RPF and the new Rwandese Goverament have usually denled that thelr combaranrs
have carried out serious human rights viomiom.hiwmekmu:mdwyhm
ackrowledged that abuses have oceurred but explained that they were not committed z¢
pat of RPF or government policy. Governmes offichals told Amnesty Internations!
representadves visiting Rwanda in August 1994 that two RPA soidiers had been exserted
by officlal order in mid-1994 , one for murder and another for rape. The mnthorities $21d
the soldiers were tried byﬂmRPAnﬁllmywuhwdmwlmﬂmRPAOPermm
Code of Conduct, The suthoelties said they were holding in custody more than 60 RPA
soldiers accused of criminal offences.

While welcoming government action to bring those responsible for human Tights
abuses to justice, Amnesty International is concerned that the RPA, violatad the uldmats
fundamental right 10 life in arder g puhish persons accused of human clghts abyses. It
Is unclear whether their offences had been the subject of any independent and impartial
invesrigations, Furthermore, those convicted had, aceording to RPA officlals, no right
of sppeal, although the decision 10 cary out the sentence had to be made by the RPA.
High Command,

For government action and statsments to be taken seriously by the people of
Rwanda, particularly members of the security forees, ft Is essantia] that Immedize action
be taken In response to the allegations of human rights violations by the RPA describad
in this regort. To thils effect Amnesty Intemational §s recommendging the Implemanistion
of its '14-Point Program for the Prevention of Burajudicial Executions and for the
FPrevention of *Disappearances*®. It is also recommending:

4.1 In addltion to accepting responsibility for carrying out Impardal investigarions into
past killlngs of civillang and Captured_armed oppanents, it is urgent that e pew
SOVErIment 4 up a commisstion of inquiry with specific responsibllity to Investipate
reports of human rights violations both in areas tader the RPF's control before July
1994 and in the whole country tince then, The commission of Inguiry ghould be
composed of people known for their independence and impartiality and shou!ld be ssked

Al Index: AFR 47716/94 Amnesty Internations! 20 Octobec 1984
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42 The investigating bdydmﬂbcﬁmmmmmwm.
regardicss of thelr poslﬁnnlndugovannut.urdmmity forces, to testify, It temms
ofrdmncuhouldindude'mkiummmdﬁommmyaaioumbeummhm
those responsible and pmnm«mofﬁe:bm.ﬂwﬁndingsefmelnqu&y
should be made public as soon as it has deen completed. The findings should then be
submined t0 4 competent, h\dq)mduuand_lmplﬁalmofhwtotryllmfmndby
the. Inquiry to have been involved in perpetrating the abuses.

4.3 The international community, particularly govemments and the Unltad Nations,
should assist the Rwandesz Government with the human and material resources the
Rwandese authorities reqgulrs to cairy ot these investigations in accordance with
internationsl standards, just as it should be assisting with investgations inte the crimes
ag2inst humankty committed before July 1994 mostly by soldiers and supparters of the
former government. Furtiermare, the joteenational community should ssslst the
Rwandess Gaverament to build & competent, independent and Impartial judiclary to
pmandmmhumrlg!m.mmmnﬂmﬂmmmuﬁtymmm“@m
for or tm x blind eye to human rights violations eommitted by the RPA. or other
instintions or officlals of the naw government on the grounds that they ace not “ss
serious” 28 those comumitted by its predecessor.

4.4 The government should take immediate steps ta avoid a recurrence of the killings
of clvillans and capmured armed opponests in which members of the security forces have
heen implicated. These steps should includ~_training n international standards and
explkit Inscructions made publicly to #il securlty personnel to the effect that ficearng
waxy only be used with lethal intent when strictly unavoidsble and in order to protact life.
AN Hlilings by the security forees must be the subject of an inquiry to establish if thi
standard has been respected or violated. Membets af the security forces responsibla foc

Lod nymuunns&suumyuun'm-dummwudw.
Mdm1-uuhu'.muw-m=ﬂduﬂm-mhwm;m
umsm«muuue«mmuemmamm_m
mdmmyﬂ;mdm.mmﬁpmmamgﬂm“uw&mhhwwm
i If ¢ asablabed fayesipaive procadures (for emmpls of the Proceracy) i fidogbate,
pevernmens should esabiidh indepanden commissloes of inquiry. R
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uniawful killings should be brought 1o fustice In Jegal proceedings which sty
international minimum standards, .

Amnesty International is requesting the Rwandese Gavernment to make pubtic the
identities of RPA soldiers in custody and defails of thelr cases. Amnesty Interniational
demands that the soldiers be given prompt and €alr trials and thet in no cate should
anyene of them be sentenced to death or executed. The organization also requests the
Rwandese authorities ta reveal the Identities of those of lts combatants and others who
have been execuned and the offences of which they were convicted.

4.5 All allegations of extryjudicial executlans and of simliar deliberate and arbitrary
killings before July 1994 by security personne! should, as a matter of course, be the
subject of an Impartal, independent and thorough inquiry, ‘The inguiry should estsblish
the reasons for and clreumstances of the killings, make its conclusions puble, and
recommend action to be taken against the security personnel whe have sither ordered ar
carried out the killings. Failure by the authoritles 1o apen an inquiry into kilfings of this
sortis likely to be interpreted by observers and other members of the security forees as
indicating govemment approval or condonement of violence by security persennel
against civillans., :

4.6 The names of all those taken into custody and any subsequent transfers or releasss
should be recorded and the Ministry of Justice notified, In the sbsence of any
functioning court or legal procedures similar to habeas corpus, this will bring an end the-
current practice whereby government officials or private individuals must a present
simply request the Minister of Defance far information about thelr whereahouts and walt
Indefinitely for a response. This provides no effective safeguard for detainees who may
be at risk of "disappearance” or illareatment,

4.7 The Rwandese Government should use the United Natlons Code of Conduct for
Law Enforcement Officlals and the Unitad Natfons Basic Principles on the Use of Force
and Flrearms by Law Enforcement Officlals as basic texts for the training of securlty
personnel i human rights, in addition ta training about the basic humanitarian standards
contzined In the Genava Conventions. The Code of Conduct for Law Bnforcement
Officials stipulates that law enforcement officlsls (whether polles or milltary) should
respect and protect hurnan dignity and defend and zafeguard human rights. In additon,
members of the security forces should recelve training In international human righes
standards and in the provisions of nations! legistation both conceming the use of firsarms
and force, and concerning detention procadures and the teeatrnent of prisoners.

4.8 The authorities should prohibis. the security forces from Ill-treating any citizen,
including political épponants, and should Investigate all allegations of such behaviaur,

Amnesty International 20 October 1934
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including the use of kandoya and nall-smdded elubs. Officiat stience on the brusality to
which suspected opponents of the govermnment have been subjected has led tome w0
belleve that the authoritles are implicatad, there belng no other explanation for their
refisal 1o pursue the reports published by human rights groups and the media, Those
who have committed such violations should be brought to' Justles, ..

4.9 The Rwandess authorlties shoukd nok deny or explain awdy, withour thorough
Independent investigation, diezal.lom of serious hiuman rights violxtions by chalr securky
forces, .

4,10 The security forces which have responsibllity for arrests and detentions should as
& matter of priocity be placed under effective Judicial and administrative control to
comply with natlonal and intermational law and accountable for thelr actions not only w
the RPA Intetnal hlerarchies, but 1o the courts under the rule of law.
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