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THE SITUATION OF HUMAR RIGHTS IN RWAND

The Commisgion on Human Riahts,
/. Mpeting in special -session,

2. Guided by the principles ambédieé in the Charter of the United Nations,

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on
Kuman Rights, the International Convention on the Blimination of All Foxms of

Racial Diserimination, the Convention on the Prevention and the Punishment of

the Crime of Genocide, the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory

Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, the Convention against

Torture and Other Cruel, Inbuman and Degrading Treatment ox Punishmenht, the
Cenvention on the Rights of the Child, international humanitayian law,
jineluding the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1549 for the protection of war
victime and the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977, the African Charter of

Human and Peoples’ Rights, and other relevant international human rights
Nnstruments,

1 conscious of its responsibility to promote and encourage respect for
numan wights and fundamental f£reedoms for all, and resolved to remain wvigilant
with regard to violations of human rights whevever they may occour angd to

prevent such violatiens,

( Notine with deep concern that 2 situation of ethnic and political armed

cornflict, systematic slaughter and massacres continues te exist in Rwanda,
resulting in grave violatieons and abuses of human rights, including massive
loss of lives, which may exceed five hundred theusand angé destruction of
property,

£ Reealling that the killing of mewbers of an ethnic group, wWith the
intention of destroying such a greoup in whole or in part, sonstitutes the
crime of genpcide,

{ Believing that genmcidal acts may have ocgurred in Rwanda,

—_— 7 Expressing its ¢rave congern at the failure to date cf the Rwandan

authorities to condemn the ongoing massacrées in the country,

£ Expressing its solidarity with the families of the vietime of the

aonflict, the people of Rwanda and neighbouring countrize which axe receiving
refugees,

g Recalling the reguest of the security Council to the Secretaxy-General to
coliect inforxmation on the responsibility for the tragic incident that

resulted in the death of the Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi,
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/o Cemmending the initiative taken by the High Commissioner for Human rRights
ard his timely wvisit to Rwanda,

/¢ Netima with appreciation the efforts of the Secretary-Genexal of the
United Nations, the Secretary-General’'s Special Representative on Rwanda, the
United Natiens High Commissioner for Refugees and the Department of
Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, as well as of the existing mechanisms
of the Commission on Human Rights, particularly the $peseial Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, and of non-governmental
crganizations,

/2 Notina alse with aopreeiation the efforts of the Chairman and

Sewgetary-Genaral of the Organization of African Unity, the President of the

United Republic of Tanzania, His Excellency Mr. Ali Hasean Mwinyi, in his

vapacity as the Facilitator of the Arusha Peace Process, and the Organization

of african Unity Meghanism for tonfliect Preventicn, Management and Resolutien,
/3 Stressing the need for the full implemsntation of the Arusha Peace

Ayreement by all parties to the conflict,

+

/¥ Alarmed at the report of the High Commissioner for Human Raghts
(E/C18.4/6-2/3) and the informaticn provided by the United Nations High
cemmissionsr for Refugees and non-governmantal organizations concerning the
deteriorating human rights situation in Rwanda, in particular the massacre of

Lhnecent persons,

A~ Rlarmed alsp at the reports of the $pecial Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summaryy or arbitrary exscuticne concerning a deliberate welicy which advocates
erhnic and political intolerance, hatred and viclence,

¢ Underlining the need for the internarional community te move with speed
to protect innocent eivilians and deliver humanitafian assistance, a task
which can be most effectively accomplished within the framewoxrk ef the
United Nations,

7 4 Consoious of the fact that the magnitude of the tragedy in Rwanda
requires the kind of ccordination and rescurces which can only be effectively
pustained by the United HNations,

:chonvin¢ed,that the operation in Rwanda will continue to be a
United Nations undertaking, and supporting the Secretary-General’s
encouragement to States Members of the United Nations to provide the needed
troops and esguipment to the United Nations Assistance Mission to Rwanda
{UNAMIR) ,
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a? pecaliing the recent Security Council rasolution (818 (18984) of
17 May 1994), in which the Council authorized the expansion of the UNAMIR
force level up to 5,500 troopr,

20 Recognizing that effective a@tion to prevent further vieclationg of human
rights must be 2 central and integral element of the overall United Naticne
response to the situation in Rwandsi,

4 Recounizing alse that a strong human rights component will be
indispensable to the political peace process and the post-conflict
reconstruction of Rwanda,

1. rondetns in the strongest termg all breaches of international

humanitarian law and all violations and abuses of human rights in Rwanda, and
alls upon all the partiee involved to cease immedistely these breaches,
vislations and abuses and to take all necessary steps to ensure full respect
for human rightes and fundamental freedoms and for humanitarian law;

Z. Alse condemns in the strohdest terms the kidnapping and killing of
military peace-keeping personnel attached to the United Nations Assistance
Mission to Rwanda (UNAMIR), which eenstitutes a blatant violation of
international humanitarian law;

3. condemng egually the xilling of personnel attached to humanitarian
organizations eperating in the country:

4, purther condemns in the strongegt Lerms the kidnapping and murder

ot the Prime Minister, Ms. Agaths Uwilingiyimana, and some ¢f her cabkinet
ministers and government officials, as well as the wantcn killings of innocent

civilians and the destruction of properiy;

5. Commends the High Commissicner for Human rights on his recent
mission to Rwanda. welcomes his report on the situation of human rights in the
country and endorses the conclusmo 1] and vacommendationg contained therein;

calls upon the (Govarnme'\t 6£ pwanda to condemn publicly and take
measures to put an end to all vaolatmons of human rights and international
humanitarian law by all persons wlth.n&‘ts juvxsd*ctmon\or under its control
snd to ensure that the human rights of afimlnd;V1duals within its
jurisdiction, irrespective of their ethnic origin, axe fully respected;

Ci) calls upon the Rwandese Patrieotic Front {RPF) to prevent parsons

under its command from committing human rights abuses and violations of

international nrumanitarian law;
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B, Strongly urgés all parties to cease immedistely any incitement Lo
vielence oy ethnic hatred; ‘
8, Commends the Secretary-Ceneéral of the United Nations and his

special Representative on Rwanda, the President of the United Republic of
Tanzania in his capacity as the Facilitator of the Arusha Peace Process,}the
Chairman and the Secretary-General of the Organizarion of African Unity, the
United Nations High Commissioney feor Refugses, all countries centributing
troops and other support, the Department of Humanitarian hffaizrs of the
teeretariat, all neighbouring countries hosting refugees from Rwanda, as well
as the International Committee of the Red Cress and non-governmental
organizations, for thair efforts in alleviating the suffering of innocent

vierims of this tragedy:

10. Calls for an immediate cessation of hostilities and for the parties
e the Arusha Peace Agreement to cooperate fully with the Special
kepresentative of the Secretary-General and with UNAMIR in crder to create the
necessary conditions conducive to the immediate resumption of the
implementation of the Agreement, which constitutes the framework for psaace,
national recenailistion and unity in the country;

1L Welcomes the Security Council’s decision to authorize expansion ©f
the UNAMIR mandate under resolution %12 {189%4) to include the fbllawing
additional responsibilities wichin the limits of the resources available to

- 75 contribute to the security and protection of displaced persons,
refugees and c¢ivilians at risk in Rwanda. including thraugh the establishment
and mairntenance, where feasible, of secure humanitarian areas:

() To provide security and support for the distribution of relief
supplies and humanitarian relief operations;

12. Calls upor the responsible authorities, groups and individuals in
nwanda to facilitate the access of humanitavian relief to all in need:

13. Expresseg its alarp at all repressive policies and policies
directed against members of particular ethnic groups. and also calls upoen all
parties concerned to ensure the protection of the rights of all persons'
resardless of their national ox ethniec, religious or linguistic background;

14. Calls upon the paxties to the conflict to ensure gafe passage for
those fleeing from the conflict areas ineluding, whexe necessary, to asylum

countries and to ensure the right to return under safe conditions;:

"
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18. Calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all persons

being held illegsally against theiy will in camps, prisons or other places and
for them to be permitted to be moved te safety:

16. Demands that all partiegs immediately notify the appropriate
humsnitaxian corganizations of the loeation of all camps, prisons or otherx
places of detention, and that the parties concerned ensure immediate and

unimpeded access to such places;

17. Affiyms that all persons tﬁi_fﬁf??t or author;ze v;okatlons of
human righte or internaticnal humanitarian law are 1nd£yi§y?a}y responsible
and aceountable for those violations and that the intermational community will
exert every effort to bring those responsible to justice, while affirming that
the primary responsibility for bringing perpetrators to justice rests witgﬂ
national judicial systems: '

' 18. Raeguests the Chalrman to appoint a special rapporteur, for an

initial period of one year, to investigate at first-hand the human rights

situation in Rwanda angd to receive relevant, cxadxbie anformatxoq on the human
rights situation there from Governments, mnlelduals and 1ntercovernmentai and
non-governmental organizations, inecluding on root éauses and responsibilities
for the recent atrocities, on a continuing basis, and to avail himgelf or
herself of the assiztance of existing mechanisms of the Commission on Human

Rights;

18. Bacuests the existimg mechanicms of the Comniseion on Human Rights,

3
.

including the $pecial Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary oy arbitrary
executions, the Special Rapporteur on the gquestion of torture, the
Representative of the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons, the
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances and the Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention, as well as human rvights treaty bodies, where
appropriate, to give urgent attentien to the situwation in Rwanda and te
provide, on a continuing basis, their full cooperation, assistance and
findinge to the $pecial Rapperteur and to accompany the Special Rapporteur in
vigiting Rwanda whenever nécessary:

20. Recruests the Special Rapporteur to visit Rwanda forthwith and to
report on an urgent basis to the mambers of the Commission on Human Rights on
the situation of human rights in the countxy. including his or her
recommendations for bringing vielations and abuses to an end and preyenting

future violations and abuses, providing a preliminary report no later than
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four weeks from the adoption of the pra#gp;w;gsqayyégn, and requests the
Se;;etary—General to make the report of the $§pecial Rapporteur available to
the Econowmic and Social Council, the General Assembly and the Seeurity
Council:

2. plso requests the Special Rapporteur to gather and compile
qutematlcally 1ﬁ£¢rmat;on on possible viclations of human rights and acks
which may c@nstltute breaches of 1nte“natxonal humanxtarman law and grimes
agalnst humanity. 1nc1udzng acts of genocide in Rwanda, and to make this
information available to the Secretary-General;

22, Calle upon all parties to the confiiet to give their full
cooperation to the Special Rapporteur, in order to ensure the fulfilmant of
his or her mandate: |

. 23. Requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to make the
necessary arrangements for the Special Rapporteur ta be assxsued by a team of
human rights field sfficers acting in close cooperawmon Wlth UNAMIR and other
Unsited Natioms agencies and programmes operating in Rwanda;

24 . Also regussts the High Commissionex for Human Rights to take the
necessary steps to ensure that future efforts of the ynited Nations aimed at
confliet resolution and peace-building in Rwanda are accompanied by a strong
muman rights component and that this process is effectively supportesd by a
comprehensive programme ©f human rights assistance;

25, Requests the Secretary-General te provide all nacessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur to £ulfil his or her mandate;

26 . Derides to vemain seized of the issue.




